


Industry Day
Blaise Lemke



NGAUS Welcome

MG Janson Boyles
NGAUS Chairman of the Board



NGAUS Senior Leader Remarks

BG (Ret.) J. Roy Robinson
NGAUS President



GEN Daniel Hokanson
Chief of the National Guard Bureau



NGB Legislative Priorities

Maj Gen April Vogel
Director, NGB -LL



NGAUS-Update 

12 Dec 23

Major General April Vogel
Director, NGB-LL

National Guard Bureau
Office of the Legislative Liaison



CUI

CUI

NGB-LL Roles and Responsibilities 
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What We do:

Å Serves as a THE conduit of communication between Congress, its agencies, and National Guard 

Bureau (NGB)

Å Inform and educate Congress on National Guard (NG) plans, programs, budget, policies, 

activities, and issues

Å Advise Chief of the National Guard Bureau (CNGB) and other senior NGB leaders on 

congressional activities which may impact NG interests

Å Manage NGBôs legislative program:

Å Deliberate legislative planning (i.e. congressional objectives)

Å Legislative proposal development

Å Prepare CNGB for hearing testimony

Å Respond to formal congressional correspondence (inquiries)

What We Donôt Do:

Å Advocate for policies/programs outside Presidentôs Budget, or contrary to 

Administration position

Å Portray ourselves as subject matter experts

Å LOBBY
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How NGB-LL Interacts with Congress

ÅCongressional Objective (CO): Objectives chosen by CNGB relative to 
Congress, if achieved, will enable CNGB to achieve their organizational vision

ÅLegislative Proposal (LP): Any proposal (usually containing legislative text) 
intended to change an existing law or be enacted by the Congress into law

Congressional Objectives vs. Legislative Proposals
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PEOPLE

ÅSustain a positive work culture and environment
o Educate Congress on NGôs efforts to implement Independent Review Commission (IRC) 

recommendations 

ÅMilitary Technician (MILTECH) Modernization Act 

READINESS

ÅEducate Congress on NG Role in Cyber 

ÅEducate Congress on Air National Guard (ANG) Space Forces 

MODERNIZATION

ÅEnsure relevant modernization for NG
o ANG Fighter Recapitalization

o Army National Guard (ARNG) Modernization Requirements

REFORM

Å4-star Vice Chief of the National Guard Bureau (VCNGB) 
o In FY24 NDAA Conference Report

ÅHealthcare coverage for NG members

ÅImplementation of Duty Status Reform (DSR)

These inform(ed) the FY24 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) and FY24 Defense Appropriations

118th Congress, 1st Session (CY2023)
Congressional Objectives                             
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Legislative Proposals (8 total)

FY24 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
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ÅDisapproved by Deputy Secretary of Defense (DSD)

Å VCNGB Elevation 

ÅDSD Approved, Deferred by White House Office of Management & Budget (OMB)

ÅNG Military Service Deposit into the Federal Civilian Retirement System

ÅTransmitted to Congress (6 total)

ÅState Active Duty (SAD) Reimbursement

ÅMILTECH Modernization 

ÅDual Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) for Training 

(In FY24 NDAA Conference Report)

ÅAllow Officers/Warrants in the Inactive National Guard (ING)

ÅAllow MILTECHs to Serve Until Age 62

ÅAllow T10 Members to the Air Force Reserve Forces Policy Committee 

(In the FY24 NDAA Conference Report)
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Category
CO/LP/BO

TH
Description Senate House Both Conference Comment

People CO
Keep Congress informed on NGôs efforts to implement IRC 

recommendations
NO NO NO NO No prescriptive language is positive

People BOTH Technician statute modernization NO NO NO NO Late transmission: hyper-partisan

Readiness CO Educate Congress on NGôs cyber role- - - - No prescriptive language is positive

Readiness CO Educate Congress on ANG space forces - - - -
Report language for a study of long-term tactical 

fighter force structure

Modernization CO ANG fighter recapitalization YES YES YES YES Divestment limitations

Modernization CO ARNG modernization requirements YES YES YES - Appropriations driven

Reform BOTH 4-star VCNGB YES YES YES YES Authorizes 4 Star VCNGB

Reform CO No-fee healthcare for NG members NO YES NO NO

Reform CO Duty Status Reform - - - NO OMB Rejected LP, DoD adjudicating

LP Allow Officers/Warrants in the ING NO YES NO NO

LP SAD Reimbursement NO NO NO NO Juridictional issue; $500M pay-go; Lee Amendment

LP Dual BAH for Training YES YES YES YES

LP Allow MILTECHS to Serve until Age 62 NO NO NO NO Partisan issue; funding based

LP Allow T10 Members to the AF Reserve Policy Committee YES YES YES YES

Congressional Objective & Legislative Proposal Outcomes

FY24 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)



CUI

CUI

118th Congress, 2nd Session (CY2024)
Congressional Objectives                             
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PEOPLE

Å Attract and Retain Talent within the NG

Å Healthcare Coverage for NG Members (SUSTAIN)

READINESS

Å Future of the Total Force Optimization - Mix and Integration

Å NG Infrastructure

MODERNIZATION

Å ANG Fighter Recapitalization (SUSTAIN)

Å ARNG Modernization Requirements (SUSTAIN)

Å National Guard and Reserve Equipment Account (NGREA)

REFORM

Å State Partnership Program (SPP)

These inform the FY25 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) and FY25 Defense Appropriations
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Legislative Proposals (11 total)

ÅApproved DSD, advanced to OMB

ÅSAD Reimbursement

ÅMILTECH Modernization Act

ÅUnrestricted NG Access to Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP) 
(In FY24 NDAA Conference Report)

ÅAllow Officers/Warrants in the ING 

ÅAllow MILTECHs to Serve until Age 62

ÅCivilian Disability Retirements Processing for NG Dual Status Technicians

ÅStudent Loan Repayment Program Rate Increase From 15% to 20%

Å30-Day Rule for Reserve Component General Officers

ÅEmergency Response Authority for NG Employees

ÅDOD Coordination 

ÅModification of SPP Congressional Notification (LATE)

ÅDeferred
ÅNG Benefit Parity (NSC Non-Concur)
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FY25 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
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Questions
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118th Congress, First Session Overview
ÅHouse of Representatives - 221-213 Republican Majority
ÅSenate - 51-49 split, Democratic Majority
ÅNew Chairs in HASC, SAC, HAC, HAC-D, HVAC

Committee
Senate

Chair

Senate

Co-Chair/Ranking Member

House

Chair

House

Ranking Member

Armed Services
Jack Reed

(D-RI)

Roger Wicker

(R-MS)

Mike Rogers 

(R-AL)

Adam Smith

(D-WA)

Appropriations
Patty Murray

(D-WA)

Susan Collins

(R-ME)

Kay Granger 

(R-TX)

Rosa DeLauro

(D-CT)

Defense            

Subcommittee

Jon Tester 

(D-MT)

Susan Collins

(R-ME)

Ken Calvert 

(R-CA)

Betty McCollum

(D-MN)

VA/MILCON

Subcommittee

Martin Heinrich 

(D-NM)

John Boozman 

(R-AR)

John Carter 

(R-TX)

Debbie Wasserman Schultz 

(D-FL)

±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ
John Tester 

(D-MT)

Jerry Moran 

(R-KS)

Mike Bost 

(R-IL)

Mark Takano

(D-CA)



Notable FY23 Accomplishments
Joint/Personnel

ÅBackdates effective date of rank for reserve 
officers in the National Guard due to delays in 
Federal Recognition

ÅInclusion of natural and man-made disaster 
�Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����]�š���u�•���]�v�����E�'���[�•���µ�v�(�µ�v���������‰�Œ�]�}�Œ�]�š�]���•��
report

ÅRobustNational Guard MILCON:
- $459.0M for the ARNG
- $279.3M for the ANG 

Å$1.0B for the National Guard and Reserve 
Equipment Account (NGREA), includes:
- $335.0M for ARNG
- $305.0M for ANG

ÅAdditional support for National Guard 
Counterdrug, State Partnership, Youth ChalleNGe, 
and Starbase programs

ÅContinued support for FireGuard and wildfire 
prevention and response programs

Army
Å $1.2B to modernize 90 M1 Abrams for the Army
Å $923.4M for 35 UH-60M Black Hawks for the ARNG

Å $693.8M for the 35 AH-64 Apache Block IIIA 
helicopters for the ARNG

Å $350.0M for MQ-1C Gray Eagles for the ARNG
Å $120.0M for ARNG High Mobility Multi-purpose 

Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV) modernization program
Å $680.0M for the Paladin Integrated Management 

System for the Army

Air
Å $1.7B for 16 C-130J Super Hercules aircraft for ANG

Å $224.7M for C-130H modernization, includes:
- $60.7Mfor NP2000 propeller upgrades
- $41.2Mfor T-56 Series 3.5 engine mods
- $20.0Mfor Modular Airborne Firefighting System

Å $53.0M for F-16 Viper AESA radars for ANG

Å $1.2B for 20 HH-60W Jolly Green II helicopters for AF


