Major National Guard Call-ups

1916 - Mexican Border - In May, President Wilson requested Texas, New Mexico and Arizona to send troops to protect the border. These states sent 5,260 Guardsmen. On June 18, as the crisis grew with Mexico, a partial call-up of 158,664 is made, including New York's 1st Aero Company, the first Guard flying unit (and the first ever called to active duty). Within six weeks, 112,000 Guardsmen were patrolling the border. The call-up totaled about 170,000 men.

1917 to 1918 - World War I - In some ways, this was the war upon which the Guard had the biggest impact. When war was declared in April, 66,594 Guardsmen were still serving on the Mexican border. By Aug. 5, all 379,071 members in 16 Divisions were mobilized. Later, two additional divisions of Guardsmen - the 42nd and the 93rd - were created. The 93rd was a special case; it consisted of three regiments of black guardsmen but none of the other supporting units which make up a division, and fought the war under French direction. All remaining empty slots within Guard units were filled up with draftees prior to going "Over There" totaling more than 433,000 men serving in Guard units during the war.

The Statistical Branch of the War Department released some relevant figures after the war by which we can judge Guard performance. In all, 30 American divisions saw combat. Of these to see combat, 12 were Guard. Of the 50,280 Americans killed and 205,690 wounded, 18,827 and 84,500 respectively were National Guard. The German general staff during the war rated the best American divisions they faced - of the eight mentioned, two were Regular Army and six were Guard. The 30th Division received more Medals of Honor - 12 total - than any other Division.

1940 to 1945 - World War II - People tend to forget that by the time war was declared in late 1941, many Guardsmen had been on active duty for more than a year. In September 1940, the first of 300,034 Guardsmen reported for active duty. When the war started, there were 18 Guard divisions, and 16 in the Regular Army. A 17th Guard division, the Americal, was formed in the Pacific, and two National Guard Regiments were used to "Round Out" (a later term) two Regular divisions (the 7th Infantry Division and 8th Infantry Division) that consisted of two regiments.

In 1947, with the creation of a separate Air Force, the National Guard split into Army and Air components. 

1950 to 1953 - Korea - One-third of the Army National Guard, or 138,600 Guardsmen were federalized including eight infantry divisions, three regimental combat teams, and 714 company-sized units. Many additional guardsmen were deployed to Korea as individual replacements. Two divisions went to Korea, the 40th Infantry and 45th Infantry along with 40 other combat and combat support units. Even more Guardsmen deployed to strengthen NATO forces in Europe, including two divisions the 28th and 43rd Infantry. 

At this time, 45,594 Air Guardsmen entered federal service - two tactical fighter wings deployed to Korea, the 136th and 116th Fighter-Bomber Wings. Three more deployed to Europe. Most Air Guardsmen in Korea were mobilized as individual replacement pilots or mechanics in active units. Of those 101 were killed in action. Of the nearly 6 million Americans in uniform during the war more than 900,000 were Guardsmen and Reservists.

1961 to 1962 - Berlin Crisis - During the Berlin Crisis, 447 Army National Guard units, consisting of 22,371 personnel mobilized. The Air National Guard mobilized 163 units consisting of 21,067 personnel. 

1968 to 1969 - USS Pueblo/ Vietnam - During the Vietnam war, 102 Air National Guard units, consisting of 10,511 personnel mobilized. This included four tactical fighter squadrons. The Largest Army units to mobilize were the 29th Infantry Brigade and the 69th Infantry Brigade. Thirty-four Army Guard units consisting of 12,234 personnel mobilized. Of the 12,234, 2,729 went to Vietnam with their units, while 4,311 were later sent to Vietnam as fillers. 

1980 - Cuban Refugee Crisis - The Army National Guard mobilized 4,481 Guardsmen.

1983 - Grenada - During the Grenada Crisis, one Army Guardsman and 250 Air Guardsmen mobilized.

1989 to 1990 - Panama (Just Cause) - Eighty-four Army Guardsmen and about 950 Air Guardsmen mobilized

1990 to 1991 - Gulf War (Desert Shield/ Desert Storm) - President George Bush mobilized the National Guard by Presidential Select Reserve Call-up, or PSRC, by Executive Order 12727 on Aug. 22, 1990. This was superceded by a partial mobilization on Jan. 17, 1991. Of the 265,322 reservists mobilized, 63,050 were Army Guardsmen and 12,428 were Air Guardsmen. The total reserve involuntary call-up was 239, 187 plus 26, 135 volunteers.

1992 - Los Angelos Riots - A total of 11,398 California Guardsmen were mobilized. 

1993 - Somalia (Restore Hope) - Of the 343 voluntary Reservists deployed, 65 were Army National Guardsmen.

1994 to 1996 - Haiti (Uphold Democracy) - President Bill Clinton activated 845 Army National Guardsmen by PSRC: Executive Order 2927 on Sept. 15, 1994. Mostly special forces and military police units were deployed. 

1995 to 1999 - Bosnia (Joint Guard/Joint Forge/ Joint Endeavor) - President Clinton deployed the National Guard again on Dec. 8, 1995 through PSRC Executive Order 12982. Although this is an on-going mission, as of Nov. 22, 1999, 19,093 reservists have or are serving in the Bosnia. Of the 19,093, 13,000 deployed voluntarily. 

1998 to 1999 - Southwest Asia (Southern Watch) - On Feb. 24, 1998 President Clinton mobilized the National Guard for Operation Southern Watch. Although this is an on-going mission, as of Nov. 22, 1999, 1,756 reservists were called involuntarily, 8,000 have volunteered.

1999 to Present - Kosovo (Allied Force) - On April 27, 1999 through PRC: Executive Order 13120, President Clinton mobilized 4,000 voluntary reservists and 5,628 involuntary reservists. As of Nov. 22, 1999 3,420 Air Guardsmen were called; 2,132 have deployed to Kosovo during the conflict. The first Army Guard unit called for Kosovo was the 852nd Rear Area Operations Center from Arizona with 39 people.

2001 to Present - Homeland Defense/ War on Terrorism (Noble Eagle/ Enduring Freedom) - A total of 9,600 National Guard men and women were already on duty across the country on Friday, Sept. 14, when President George Bush approved an order to call up as many as 50,000 members of the National Guard and Reserve. That number included 5,000 members of the Army National Guard and 4,600 members of the Air National Guard, according to the National Guard Bureau, serving because of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.    

As of March 26, 2003, 98,464 Army and Air National Guardsmen were mobilized in support of operations Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom: 79,985 Army Guard and 18,479 Air Guard. 

2003 to Present - Iraq (Iraqi Freedom) - On of March 19, 2003, more than 138,000 Guardsmen had been notified, mobilized and deployed in the buildup for a possible war against Iraq. 

By September 2004, nearly 52,000 guardsmen and women were serving in Iraq and Afghanistan - about one-third of the total force.

Since Sept. 11, 2001, more than 225,000 Guardsmen have been mobilized or deployed
2005 – Hurricanes Katrina/Rita/Wilma – Over 50,000 Guardsmen responded from all 50 states after the Aug. 29 arrival of Hurricane Katrina.  In the following weeks, several thousand Guardsmen also provided post-hurricane support for Hurricane Rita and Wilma.
2006 – Present - U.S. - Mexico Border (Operation Jump Start) – Announced by President Bush in May 2006, Operation Jump Start deployed Guardsmen to assist Border Patrol in protecting U.S. – Mexico border. As of April 2007, 6,000 Guardsmen had been deployed.

