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With the members of the World War II-era 34th Signal
Company dwindling, the company’s association recently
donated their entire collection of historic artifacts to the
National Guard Memorial Museum.

They are leaving to the National Guard Educational
Foundation (NGEF) an “invaluable gift to future genera-
tions,” says Jason Hall, NGEF director. 

The 34th Signal Company was part of the Guard’s 34th
Infantry “Red Bull” Division, which spent more time in
combat than other U.S. infantry division in World War II.  

During the Allied advance into Africa and Italy, the 34th
Signal Company’s wiremen and radio operators main-
tained contact between the division headquarters in the
rear and those at the front. 

They laid 2,019 miles of wire from January to July 1944,
and installed 40 switchboards, (one of which they donat-
ed to the museum). This work alone brought the total tele-
type traffic to 453,707 groups at the time.

Wiremen of the 34th Signal Company overcame espe-
cially adverse conditions on the march to Monte Cassino,
Italy, connecting units by laying 160 miles of wire over
rugged terrain, dodging friendly vehicle traffic movement

and enemy fire.
On Dec. 9, 1944, the company received a meritorious-

service plaque, now also part of the museum collection for
its exploits from January to July 1944

Don Smith of Watertown, S.D., coordinated the dona-
tion for the museum, working with the remaining veterans
of the 34th Signal Company to collect and pack the items
for transport.  

Items include uniforms, documents, a photo album
from the Italian campaign, field phones, a field switch-
board and other items related to the company. 

The museum also recently received several artifacts from
the Oregon Military Museum.  

Of note is an M1898 Mills cartridge belt used during
the Philippine Insurrection, which began in the late 19th
century. 

The 2nd Oregon was heavily engaged in the Philippines.
In the conflict’s first year, three 2nd Oregon members
earned the Medal of Honor. 

Also included in the donation is a haversack used by a
member of Company F, 3rd Oregon Infantry Regiment in
either the Mexican Border Mobilization or World War I. 
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